CHAPTER I

THE  PLACE OF  SOCIOLOGY AMONG  THE   SCIENCES1

THE word sociology first appeared in print in its
French form "sociologie" in the fourth volume of
Auguste Comte's Positive Philosophy, the first edi-
tion of which was published in 1839. The author's
" avertissement" prefixed to that volume is dated
December 23, 1838, so that the word must have been
penned during the year 1838 or earlier. That edi-
tion has long been exhausted and is accessible to
few, but in the third editi f 1869, which is per-
haps the best known to the public, the word occurs
on page 185 of Vol. IV. In a footnote the author

I think I should venture, from this time on, to employ
this term, the exact equivalent of my expression social
physics already introduced, in order to be able to desig-
nate by a single name that complementary part of natural
philosophy which relates to the positive study of all the
fundamental laws proper to social phenomena. The ne-
cessity for such a denomination to correspond to the
special aim of this volume will, I hope, excuse here this
last exercise of a legitimate right, which I believe I have

1 American Journal of Sociology, Vol. L, No. 1, Chicago, July,
1895, pp. 16-27.
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